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Total Building Commissioning 

…an industry wide process for the 
development of a full range of 
building system commissioning 
guidelines



Total Building Commissioning

…to ensure that the performance of the 
facility and its systems meet the 
functional and operational needs of the 
owner and occupants.



Objectives of 
Total Building Commissioning

“New” comprehensive documentation of 

owner’s project requirements
basis of design decisions and strategies
tests to verify system performance
training for building operation and 
maintenance



History of 
Total Building Commissioning

1982 – ASHRAE forms Commissioning 
Committee
1989 – Guideline 1: HVAC Commissioning
1996 – Update of Guideline 1
1999 – ASHRAE and NIBS embark on TBC 
program
2003-5 – Development of Guideline 0: The 
Commissioning Process
2005-7 – Revision of Guideline 1
2005-6 – Development of Guideline 3



TBC Guideline Objective

Provide for a
uniform
integrated
comprehensive
approach for the commissioning of all 
major building systems



TBC Commissioning Guidelines

0. General Procedures NIBS &
ASHRAE

1. HVAC & R Systems ASHRAE
2. Structural Systems ASCE
3. Enclosure Systems NIBS
4. Interior Systems



5.   Plumbing Systems ASPE
6.   Lighting Systems IES
7. Electrical Systems NECA
8.   Fire Protection Systems NFPA
9.   Telecommunications Systems
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